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judgment or by amendment of the judgment
after entry. An award of damages for non-
economic losses in excess of $250,000 shall be
reduced to $250,000 before accounting for any
other reduction in damages required by law.
If separate awards of damages for past and
future noneconomic damages are rendered
and the combined award exceeds $250,000, the
award of damages for future noneconomic
losses shall be reduced first.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—Except as provided in
section 401, this section shall apply to any
health care liability action brought in any
Federal or State court on any theory or pur-
suant to any alternative dispute resolution
process where noneconomic damages are
sought. This section does not create a cause
of action for noneconomic damages. This
section does not preempt or supersede any
State or Federal law to the extent that such
law would further limit the award of non-
economic damages. This section does not
preempt any State law enacted before the
date of the enactment of this Act that places
a cap on the total liability in a health care
liability action.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this section—

(a) The term “‘claimant’ means any person
who asserts a health care liability claim or
brings a health care liability action, includ-
ing a person who asserts or claims a right to
legal or equitable contribution, indemnity or
subrogation, arising out of a health care li-
ability claim or action, and any person on
whose behalf such a claim is asserted or such
an action is brought, whether deceased, in-
competent or a minor.

(b) The term *“‘economic loss’ has the same
meaning as defined at section 203(3).

(c) The term “*health care liability action”
means a civil action brought in a State or
Federal court or pursuant to any alternative
dispute resolution process, against a health
care provider, and entity which is obligated
to provide or pay for health benefits under
any health plan (including any person or en-
tity acting under a contract or arrangement
to provide or administer any health benefit),
or the manufacturer, distributor, supplier,
marketer, promoter, or seller of a medical
product, in which the claimant alleges a
claim (including third party claims, cross
claims, counter claims, or distribution
claims) based upon the provision of (or the
failure to provide or pay for) health care
services or the use of a medical product, re-
gardless of the theory of liability on which
the claim is based, or the number of plain-
tiffs, or defendants or causes of action.

Page 17, line 10, insert ‘“‘and other” after
“punitive’’.
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Oberstar Sanders Thurman
Obey Sawyer Torres
Olver Schiff Towns
Ortiz Schroeder Tucker
Orton Schumer Velazquez
Pastor Scott Vento
Payne (NJ) Serrano Visclosky
Pelosi Shadegg Walsh
Pomeroy Skaggs Ward
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NOT VOTING—16
Boucher Hall (OH) Rangel
Clinger Jefferson Weller
Cubin Johnson (CT) Williams
DeFazio Martinez Yates
Forbes Murtha
Gibbons Owens

So the amendment was agreed to.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
LONGLEY, assumed the Chair.

When Mr. DREIER, Chairman, re-
ported that the Committee, having had
under consideration said bill, had come
to no resolution thereon.

941.28 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT—
ECONOMIC EMERGENCY IN MEXICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
LONGLEY, laid before the House a
message from the President, which was
read as follows:

To the Congress of the United States:

On January 31, 1995, | determined
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 5302(b) that the
economic crisis in  Mexico posed
‘“‘unique and emergency cir-
cumstances’ that justified the use of
the Exchange Stabilization Fund (ESF)
to provide loans and credits with matu-
rities of greater than 6 months to the
Government of Mexico and the Bank of
Mexico. Consistent with the require-
ments of 31 U.S.C. 5302(b), I am hereby
notifying the Congress of that deter-
mination. The congressional leadership
issued a joint statement with me on
January 31, 1995, in which we all agreed
that such use of the ESF was a nec-
essary and appropriate response to the
Mexican financial crisis and in the
United States’ vital national interest.

On February 21, 1995, the Secretary of
the Treasury and the Mexican Sec-
retary of Finance and Public Credit
signed four agreements that provide
the framework and specific legal ar-
rangements under which up to $20 bil-
lion in support will be made available
from the ESF to the Government of
Mexico and the Bank of Mexico. Under
these agreements, the United States
will provide three forms of support to
Mexico: short-term swaps through
which Mexico borrows dollars for 90
days and that can be rolled over for up
to 1 year; medium-term swaps through
which Mexico can borrow dollars for up
to 5 years; and securities guarantees
having maturities of up to 10 years.

Repayment of these loans and guar-
antees is backed by revenues from the
export of crude oil and petroleum prod-
ucts formalized in an agreement signed
by the United States, the Government
of Mexico, and the Mexican govern-
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